
 

 

 

EXOTIC ANIMAL PERMIT CHECKLIST  
WCC 55.650 

                             

 

 Non-refundable application fee - $50.00.  WCC 55.650(7) 
 

 Drawing of the property reflecting layout and location of appropriate enclosure, ex. 
satellite view. WCC 55.650(2)(b) 
 

 Drawing of enclosure (including size and type of materials). WCC 55.680 through 55.720 
 

 Behavioral enrichment plan for each animal on application.  WCC 55.650(2)(c) 
 

 Certification that the proposed enclosure comports with applicable local jurisdiction’s 
zoning restrictions. WCC 55.650(2)(e)  

 

 Copy of written approval from Nevada Department of Wildlife pursuant to NRS 503.597, 
if applicable, and if animal is to be imported into the County. WCC 55.650(2)(g) 

 

 

 Emergency preparedness plan: to include a plan and procedures for the animal 
evacuation, animal escape and contingency animal care. WCC 55.650(2)(f)  
(See Emergency Preparedness Form located in packet) 
 

 Authorization letter from HOA/property owner/landlord, as applicable 
(HOA/Property Owner/Landlord Form located in packet). WCC 55.650(2)(d) 
 

 Certification of veterinary inspection (required for tier 3 only). WCC 55.650(2)(h) 
 

 

Date Received/Office Staff Initials 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

EXOTIC ANIMAL PERMIT FAQ 

 

Why do I need to have an Exotic Animal permit?   

Pursuant to Washoe County Code (“WCC”) 55.650, you are required to have an Exotic 

Animal Permit from Washoe County Regional Animal Services (“WCRAS”) to keep tier 2 

or tier 3 exotic animals, at any place or residence within Washoe County.   

  

What is a tier 2 or tier 3 exotic animal? 

WCC 55.010 defines tier 1, tier 2 and tier 3 exotic animals. If you are unsure under 

which tier your animal would be classified, please call us at (775) 322-3647, and we can 

help you. 

 

How do I obtain an application for an Exotic Animal Permit?  

You can pick up an application at the WCRAS office at 2825 Longley Lane, Suite A, 

Reno, Nevada 89502, during normal business hours (Mon-Fri, 8 a.m.- 4 p.m., Sat, 11 

a.m. - 3 p.m.) or print the online application, which can be found at 

www.washoeanimals.com.  

 

Is there a fee?  

There is a non-refundable $50 application fee to apply for an Exotic Animal Permit. 

 

How long does it take to get a permit?   

The time frame for permit review, inspection and approval/denial is 60-90 days, 

depending on the circumstances related to the permit application.   

 

If my Exotic Animal Permit is approved, what conditions may be placed on my 

permit? The complete list of requirements can be found within WCC 55.650 to 55.660.  

This following list is not conclusive and is subject to change dependent on species: 

 

• Annual inspections by WCRAS 

• Emergency plan including evacuation and escape procedures 

• Animals housed on premises will not likely be subject to cruelty, neglect or 

abuse 

• Certificate of veterinary inspection (Tier 3 animal) 

• Liability insurance for each exotic animal; $25,000 (Tier 2 animal) 

$250,000 (Tier 3 animal) 

 

Is there an annual fee?  

There is an annual renewal fee of $35 per permit. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Do I need to build an enclosure to house my exotic animal?  

Possibly, depending on the species you are intending to keep. Enclosure requirements 

can be found in WCC 55.680 through 55.720. Depending on the species, other 

conditions, such as a secondary fence around the enclosure, may also be required 

(WCC 55.730). 

 

Do I need to have my enclosure built before I apply?  

No. As part of your application, you must submit drawings showing the method of 

containment that comports with WCC 55.680 through 55.720, as applicable, and its 

location on your property.  If your permit is approved, you are responsible for obtaining 

any necessary building permits, and the applicable enclosure must be constructed 

within 60 days.   

 

Do I need to obtain insurance for my exotic animal? 

Yes.  Within 30 days of the Exotic Animal Permit approval, you must provide proof to 

WCRAS of liability insurance for each animal on the permit. Tier 2 animals require 

$25,000 liability coverage and tier 3 animals require $250,000 liability coverage. 

 

What can I do if I am denied?  

If your application for an Exotic Animal Permit is denied, you may appeal the decision 

within 30 days to the Washoe County Administrative Hearing Office, located at 1001 

East 9th Street, Building A, Reno, Nevada 89512.  You may also call their office at (775) 

328-2001.  

 



 
 

 

EXOTIC ANIMAL EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PLAN 
WCC 55.650(2)(f) 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Physical Address: _______________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _____________ (home) _____________ (cell) _____________ (work) 

Emergency Contact(s): 
Please list contact information for all persons who can make medical decisions 
about your animals on your behalf and/or care for your animals should you 
become incapacitated: 

 
 Name: __________________________________________________________ 

 Address: _________________________________________________________ 

 Phone Number(s): _________________________________________________ 

 Name: __________________________________________________________ 

 Address: _________________________________________________________ 

 Phone Number(s): _________________________________________________ 

Please list contact information for all persons who are authorized to provide 

temporary housing or care for your animals in the event you cannot be reached:  

Name, address, phone: 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 



Where are the exotic animals housed on your property (garage, yard, enclosure in rear 

of property, residence, etc.)? 

Veterinarian Information: 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________________ 

What specific plans do you have in place to recapture your animal if it should escape 

from its enclosure and/or escape from your property? (What will you use and who will 

help you to recapture the animal?) 

In the event of an animal’s escape, I acknowledge that I am required to report the 

escape immediately to WCRAS even if I successfully recapture the animal. WCC 

55.660(8). 



What specific plans do you have in place to evacuate your exotic animal(s) in the event 

of an emergency? (Example: transport to friend’s house, transport to specific boarding 

facility). 

Do you have the capability to evacuate each animal in an emergency, and how will you 

do so? (Example: vehicle, horse trailer, crates, etc.). 

Permit Applicant: __________________________  Date: 



EXOTIC ANIMAL PERMIT 
HOA/PROPERTY OWNER/LANDLORD AUTHORIZATION FORM

WCC 55.650(2)(d)  

HOA Property Owner Landlord 

Applicant:  [To be filled out by applicant(s)] 

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number(s): ______________________________________________________ 

Number of Animals: ____________________________________________________ 
Species of Animals: ____________________________________________________

HOA / Property Owner/ Landlord:  [To be filled out by HOA/ Property Owner/ Landlord] 

Name: __________________________ Address: _____________________________ 

Phone Number(s): ______________________________________________________ 

 Approved for ____ (number of) _____________________ (species of animals) 

Any restrictions and/or conditions (continue on additional sheet if necessary):

Denied 

Disclaimer:  An HOA denial may not result in WCRAS denying the application for an Exotic 
Animal Permit.  However, the applicant should be aware that keeping an exotic animal in 
derogation of HOA regulations may result in fines, fees or other legal action from the applicant’s 
HOA.    

Reason for denial (continue on additional sheet if necessary): 

Signature of authorized agent: _____________________________Date ____________ 

(HOA representative, Property owner, or Landlord) 



EXOTIC ANIMAL PERMIT APPLICATION 

Applicant Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Co-Applicant Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ________________________________City: ____________St: ______ Zip _________ 

Mailing Address: _______________________________City: ____________St: ______ Zip__________ 

Telephone:  Home (___) ______________ Work (___) ______________ Cell (___) ________________ 

Please mail the completed application and additional required forms (as indicated on the checklist) to 
2825 Longley Lane Suite A, Reno, NV 89520, or submit the application in person at: 2825 Longley Lane 
Suite A, Reno, NV 89520.  Upon receipt, an Animal Control Officer will call you to schedule an 
appointment to meet with you.  

Signature of Applicant__________________________________________ Date___________________ 

Pet Name Species Color Age F/M Spay/ 

Neuter 

Microchip # or other identifier 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Date Received/Office Staff Initials 
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